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®f. A Relation of the New Jfland thrown up near the 
Jfland of Santetmi 5 fent to the Marquis of Ferriol, 
Ambaffador Extraordinary of France at the Otto¬ 
man Port. Taken from the Memoirs of the Hijiory 
of Arts and Sciences at Trevoux, for the Month of 
July, 1708, 

My Lord , 

T HIS new that lias appear’d in our 

part of the World, feems to us fo extraordinary 
and Curious, that I am perfwaded, a True and Parti¬ 
cular Relation of it will be very acceptable to your Ex¬ 
cellency ; in which I'fhall do my felf the Honour to write, 
at larger whatfoever I judged moft remarkable and de- 
ferving your Notice. 

On Monday the 23d of May, 1707, at Sun*rifing, ,we 
obferved between the two Burnt lflands } common!y eah 
led the Little ' and Great Cameny, as it were V Floating 
Rock} which we thought atfirfthad beenTome Velfel 
Shipwrack’d on that Coaft, and feem’d as if'it would in 
h little time be dafli’d to pieces againft the Leffer Came* 
ny> that was hard by: On which account fome Mari* 
ners, in. hopes of Booty, put out immediately to fee what 
it was. Soon after we were amazed* to near by’em, 
that it was a Shoal which began to fpring up from the 
Bottom of the Sea ; and was not as yet very plainly to 
be difeerned. Next day (the 24th) feveral Perfons, 
both Ecclefiaitieks ,and Seculars, went out of Curiofity 
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tO'fatisfy themfelves, not eafily believing what the Mi* 
riners related : But they were no fooner got to the place, 
than their Eyes fully convinced them, that it was Mat¬ 
ter of Fa£t. Some of ’em werefo bold as to get a-fboar 
on this new Shoal, which was ftill moving, and fenfibly 
increaled under their Feet. They brought us back fe- 
veral-Curiofities, and among others a kind of Oyfters, 
very large,, and of an Exquifite Talfe, which .they found 
flicking to the Rock, and raifed out of the, Water, as 
the Shoal had increafed in height. Above all I. obferved 
a.fort of Stone, that at firil fight look’d much like Bis- 
ket, but in reality was nothing but a very fine Pumice- 
ftone, furpaffing all that I ever faw in France, or any 
other Parts of Europe, 

Two days before the fpringing up of this Shoal, onthiC 
2iff, between twelve and one at Noon,, there was an 
Earthquake over the whole Ifland ; which we cannor 
reafonably attribute to any other Caufe than the rifing 
up of this-Mafs of Rock .• And this was. the only Trou¬ 
ble and Fear that this New Ifland gave us; for from its 
firfl appearance to the 15th or 14th of June, it has con¬ 
tinually increafed very fenfibly, as well in bignefs as 
height; without any noife, or giving any. other d> 
fturbailee or concern to any Body, than the uncertain¬ 
ty and expedation of what would be the Confequcuces 
of it. 

This Shoal is very pleafant to look on, of a white Co¬ 
lour, and round Figure. The Earth that it is compofed 
of is light, with a final!- Mixture of Clay. Perhaps l 
fhould be thought too. extravagant, if I ihould affirm 
this New Ifland^according, to the Report of fome 
Learned and Skilful Perfons that were upon it in the be 
ginning of June, to be half a Mile in Circumference, 
and from 20 to 2 y Foot high. Its increafing for 4 or 5 
days, was not fo fenfible as beforeinfomuch that molt 
were perfwaded, that it had intirely ceafed: Every Bo- 
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dy then- thought themfelves fafe, and that there was no¬ 
thing further to be fear’d; but they were afterwards 
convinced of the contrary. For the Sea, already much 
troubled by the railing up of this Mals of Earth, appear- 
ed more troubled every day than other; not fo much by 
reafon of this Shoal lately removed, -and {fill floating, as 
on account of the Mixture of avail: Quantity of different 
Matters, continually thrown up Night and Day from 
the Bottom of the Sea fo that one might eafily diftin- 
guifh feveral forts of Minerals, by the diverflty of Co¬ 
lours they made on the Surface of the Water; but Sul¬ 
phur was in greateft abundance, infomuch that die Sea 
was colour’d with.it about Santorini, to near 20 Miles 
diftance. The excellive rolling of the Waves about the 
new Shoal was greater than ever; and a more than or¬ 
dinary heat was fenfible to any one that approach’d too 
near, which undoubtedly was the Caufe of fuch Quan¬ 
tities of Fith being found dead on the Shoar. Every 
Body perceived a horrible Stench, that infe&ed the 
Neighbouring Air; and which we our felves, tho’ -more 
than 3 Miles diftant, often found of dangerous confe- 
quence. The boiling of the Waters, which fome before 
doubted of, proved now too true; and inftead of de- 
crealing, grew every day confiderably greater. This 
ftruck all Feople with a frefli fear 5 and changed theRe- 
folutions of thofe, who were fo bold before as to venture 
on this New Ifland, more out of Diveriion, than any 
commendable Curiofity. But their fear was increafea, 
when on Friday *july 16th at Sun-fet, tliey-perceived be¬ 
tween tliis new Iils.nd.and thxs Lejfer Cameny, as it were 
a Chain of Black Rocks, that rofe up from a prodigious 
depth of the Sea, to the Number 0f .i 7.0r 18, not very 
diftin£t from one another, but feem’d as if they would 
fhortly unite together, and jayn theipfelves to this new 
Ifland, as they actually did fome few days after. Next 
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day, being Saturday we law them plainer; and thole 
whofe Tops we'could only fee the Night before, now 
appeared extraordinary large. On Sunday we firft per¬ 
ceived Smoak to break forth, much refenibling, in thick- 
nefs and colour, that of a burning Furnace ; and at the 
fame time heard certain Murmurings under Ground, 
which Teemed to proceed from the Center of this New 
Ifland, as yet too deep in the Sea, to be plainly diftim 
guifhed. 

Every Body then of both Sexes were more frighted 
than ever, and thought of nothing, but how they fhould 
fhelter themfelves from the approaching Danger, and 
avoid the Fire that they forefaw in all likelihood would 
foon follow. Whole Families went for refuge to the 
neighbouring Iflands; and others contented themfelves 
only with changing their Habitations, and living in the 
open Country, thinking themfelves fafer there. In the 
mean time the Rocks abovementioned united together, 
and feemed already to form another Ifland diftinat from 
the former. The Smoke appeared in greater abundance; 
and the Fire, which we fo much dreaded, at iaft began 
to break forth about the 19th of July ; It was fo little at 
firtt, and of lo dull a colour, that few believed it to be 
really fo ; but afterwards increafing by degrees as the I- 
flandf inereafed, and breaking out more and more, and in 
different Places, all were fumciently convinced of it. 

It was no lefs, frightful and amaling than curious, to 
fee every Night on the top of this Mount, that Nature 
had lately formed, a vail number, as it were, of burning 
Furnaces, all of a bright Flame; in order and pofition 
not unlike thofe Illuminations of the Minarets, which the 
Turks ufually make at certain times every Year. One 
Night at the end.of July, about an Hour after Sun-fet, 
as we were obferving the different Phenomena of this 
New Ifland, there appear’d of a fuddeu,. in the middle 




( *<>4 ) 

Region of the Sky, a fiery Lance, Teeming to come from 
Eaft to Weft; but it difappearing again to foon, we 
could not exactly obferve the dimenfions- of it. in the 
mean time the Burnt Ifland increafed prodigioufly, and 
extended it felf principally on the South and North Tides. 
The Sea .alfo feemed much more difturbed and loaded 
with Sulphur and Vitriol. The boiling of the Water 
was more fierce and violent: The Smoak thicker, arid 
in greater abundance; and the Fire bigger and mor^ 
frightful. But above all, a Stench that infeded the 
whole Countrey, grew To infupportable, that Perforis 
of the ftrongeft Conftrtutions could Tcarce breath in it • 
others, that were weaker, felKnto frequent -Paintings; 
and almoft every Body was feized with Vomitings. I 
could not then but imagine my felf on Board Tome Man 
of War,- where at a general Difcharge of all the Guns, 
the confuted ftink of the Powder, Tar, and ftenchofthe 
Ship, efpecially in foul Weather, often overcomes the 
ftrongeft Seamen. Juft fuch a naufeous ftink we were 
forced to breath in, without being able anyways to a- 
void it, or defend our felves from it. But as we were in- 
fefted with it but at times, and as the Wind brought it- 
fo it was fometimesmore in one place than another, and 
more or lefs tolerable, as the Wind fate. This ill Scent 
was very mifchievous : Tr fpoiled moft of the Vines , 
and a great Smoak, that role out of the midft of this 
New Ifland like a Mountain, joyning it felf ‘to a thick 
Fog, that commonly hangs over 6 '/interim when the Wind 
is at South, burnt and deftroy’d, in the beginning of Au- 
guft, in lefs than threediours time, all the Fruit that was 
ripe and ready to be gathered; efpecially in fuch Vine¬ 
yards, as lay moft expofed to the South. A few days 
after I was obliged to go to Naxus, fo that I Was abfent 
15 or 14 days ; in which fhort fpace of time there was 
fo great an Alteration in thefe two New Blands, that ! 

fcarce 



( 2 05 ) 

fcarce knew ’em again at my return ; fo different they 
were from what I left them. The White one, that did 
notfeem to increafe any more, was now grown confide- 
rably higher j and the Black one was much longer. 
Both of them, tho’ different in colour, were now united 
together, and'made but one Wand, as they remain at 
this time. The Fire and Smoak had made new Vent¬ 
holes ; and the noife under Ground was more frequent 
and audible. They told me, that in my abfence they 
heard from the midft of the Ifland, as it were, fo ma¬ 
ny large Cannon Wot off, and at the fame inftant faw 
a great quantity of Burning Stones thrown into the Air. 
I could fcarce believe it at firft, and tho’ I did not look 
on it as altogether improbable, yet I could not per- 
fwade my felf but that they had much exceeded the 
truth. But a few days after I was my felf an Eye-Wit- 
nefs of fo Prodigious and Frightful a SpeTacle. I watch¬ 
ed Day and Night thefe furious Difcharges, which made 
the Doors and Windows of onr Chambers Wake, and 
fometimes the very bell: built Houfes: And faw 
with my own Eyes, more than once, Stones all on 
Fire darted into the Ait out of fight, and after fall a- 
gain like a Bomb, and quench’d in the Sea at mote than 
five Miles diftance. 

When thefe Difcharges happen’d, which were as loud 
as thofe of a Cannon, we commonly faw immediately 
a great FlaW of Fire like Lightning; and after that, 
there fprung up very fwiftly, a black and difmal Smoak, 
mixt with Ames, and fo prodigioufiy thick, that when 
fpread in the Air, it made a thick Cloud of feveral Co¬ 
lours •, which, by degrees, diffolving it felf in a fine 
Duff, fell like Ra.in on all the Neighbouring Country, 
and more particularly on our Ifland, where it was in 
fueh abundance, that the Ground was often covered 
with it. The Noife grew Wronger, and was louder 
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than if fix or feven Cannons had been difcharged to¬ 
gether : The Fire made it felf'every Day more Vent¬ 
ities, and became more dreadfuk We commonly 
fate up die greatcft part of the Night to obferve 
it. 

Even/ Night Nature reprefented as great variety of 
Scenes/as the Fire broke forth in different Forms; 
jornetimes burning Allies fpread themfelves in the Air, 
like a Flume of Feathers, which falling again on the 
Shoal, made it appear all of a light Fire. Other times 
one would think it was actually the difcharging of To 
many Mortar-pieces, which threw intire Rocks, like fo 
many Bombs, capable of deftroying the largeft Ships; 
tho’ for the rnoft part, thefe Stones were of a mid¬ 
dle fixe, but in fuch Quantities, that I often faw this 
little Ifland all cover’d with them, and fo pleafantly 
illuminated, that one would never be weary of looking 
on it. 

Thefe dreadful Difcharges were lefs frequent at the 
end of Jngttjh but increafed in September, were daily 
i n October, and at this time are almoft inceifanrly. ’Tis 
true, the Noife is not fo loud ; the Stones, that are caff 
up, are not fo big, nor fo many; the Boyling and Dis¬ 
order of the Water is much abated ; the Sea begins to 
recover its former Colour; the Stench, that was be¬ 
fore infupportable, has been very little for thefe fix 
Weeks. Yet the Smoak grows every day thicker, 
blacker, and in greater abundance : The Fire is more 
than ever, and feems fometimes to ftrike the very 
Sky: The Subterraneous Noife is continual, and fo 
violent, that it can’t be diftinguifh’d from Thunder: 
Duff and Afhes fall daily on this our Ifland. The 
Countryman is dejeTed at the Lofs of his Corn, 
which fearce fprung outof the Ground, begins to fade 
already : And the Mariner, not fo bold as. before, 
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contents himfelf with viewing it at a difiance, fince the 
lofs of a Bark of this Country, which going too near, 
took. Fire and was burnt. 

In a word, our New Ifland grows every Day more 
Curious, more Dreadful, and lefs Acceflible: And is 
fo far from ceafing to increafe, at the Approach of 
Winter, as fome Pretenders to Philofophy would per- 
fwade us, that we fee it continually increafing on the 
South Weft fide; where Nature feems as it £he la¬ 
bour’d to make a large Port, capable of holding all 
manner of Ships, which may one Day render Same- 
rini not fo practicable as heretofore. 

This, my Lord, is in fubftance what I thought moft 
remarkable, in relation to this New Illand, from the 
firft beginning of it, to this 20th of November . I leave 
our Phiiofophers and Curious Men, to reafonon it as 
they lhall think fit; and our Geometricians to con¬ 
demn me for faying nothing of its Demenfions. I 
had rathet be blamed by them, than cxpole my feif 
to a juft Cenfure, in fpeaking blindly of what'I know 
nothing of, and which it is, as yet, impoflible to be 
truly informed in. But if I may be permitted to give 
my Judgment, barely from Appearance, and the Com¬ 
mon Opinion of People here, 1 think I fhould not ex¬ 
ceed the Truth, if I affirm this New Shoal to be at 
prefent at leaft three Miles in Circumference, and 
more than from thirty five to forty Foot high. I hope 
in time, as this Iliand becomes eafier of Accefs, we 
fha.ll then find means to (peak more particularly of it, 
and of giving your Excellency a more faithful and ex¬ 
act Relation. 
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I fhall then do it with the fame Pleafure, as I am 
at prefent, and fhall always he. My Lord 7 with the 
greateft Refpe£t, 

Tour Excellency's 

mojl Humble 

and mofi Obedient Servant , 

Bourguignon. 


ERRATA. 
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